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UNIVERSITY OF THE AEGEAN
FIRST CALL FOR PAPERS • INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE • RHODES 2013
5th International Scientific Conference
Organized by
The Interdepartmental Graduate Program in
‘Tourism Planning, Management and Policy’,
&
The Laboratory for Tourism Research & Studies (ETEM)
University of the Aegean, Greece
“Tourism Trends and Advances in the 21st Century”

May 30-June 2, 2013, Rhodes, Greece
Conference objectives and thematic areas
Despite on-going trends and entrenched patterns, contemporary global tourism continues to grow and thrive in diversity and transformation. However, new forces are increasingly coming into play: terrorism, economic crisis, climatic change, lifestyle changes, etc.   All of the latter are opening up new arenas of global tourism demand and supply, as well as diverse responses to questions of tourism planning, management, research and development—often at interdisciplinary and globalized levels of analysis, policy-making and intervention. 
This conference aims to capture the growing dynamism of 21st century tourism and to respond to the imperative need to secure its growth in concerted, integrated and sustainable ways.  Looking ahead, it aims to address both internal and external factors impinging on the direction of global tourism growth, bridging the past with the future and making the most of the present. Its goals and objectives, thus, focus on recent developments in tourism, at all levels and areas of analysis, calling for novel, innovative and often imperative tools, strategies and approaches.  The thematic areas of the conference center on and revolve around the following themes:    
Conference Themes
1. Contemporary tourism challenges. Tourism economics. Global competition and low-cost companies in tourism. Transport and tourism.
2. Tourism in the service of society (socio-economic, ethical, environmental, cultural, technological etc aspects of tourism). Local sustainability and sustainable tourism.
3. Tourism policy and planning (top-down and bottom-up). Tourism impacts on the land/ land uses/ landscape. The role of transnational organizations in tourism and public governance. Institutional issues in tourism.
4. Tourism training and prospects of higher education in tourism.
5. Special-interest and alternative forms of tourism. The local factor. Contemporary Mediterranean tourism. Tourism in Greece/ Rhodes.
6. Tourism theory and research: advances and challenges. Perspectives into the future of tourism science. Technological and multimedia applications in tourism.
7. Tourism entrepreneurship, management and marketing: tourism management and management of tourism enterprises; service and quality management in hotels; human resource management in the hospitality sector; strategy and leadership in hotels; marketing tools and strategies. 

The conference will host a series of special and social events, such as:

· Workshops for Ph.D. candidates

· Workshops for recent Ph.D. graduates

· Special session for gastronomy and tourism (participation of chefs, etc)

· Special session for tourism employees (participation of tourism sector representatives)

· Special session for tourism entrepreneurs
· Special session on Rhodes tourism 
Conference venue: the city of Rhodes, Rhodes island
Key-note speakers

Leading and internationally recognised figures in tourism academia and business will act as keynote speakers for the conference--details to follow, on the conference website.
The University of the Aegean and Conference Organizers
The University of the Aegean was founded in 1984 and has 5 Schools and 18 Departments with a student population exceeding 10,000 (undergraduate, postgraduate, and doctoral candidates) and almost 500 faculty members. The central administration of the University is located on the island of Lesvos, while various Schools and Departments have been established on the islands Chios, Samos, Rhodes, Syros, Lesvos and Limnos. 

The Interdepartmental Program of Postgraduate Studies in ‘Tourism Planning, Management and Policy’ offers a Master of Science degree as well as PhD studies, focusing on a multi-disciplinary approach to the study of tourism. The Program has been jointly run, since 1998, in the city of Chios, Chios island, by 4 Departments of the University of the Aegean, namely the Department of Business Administration, the Department of Geography, the Department of Environment, and the Department of Social Anthropology and History. Through joint research and education initiatives by the latter departments, it provides students both with a basic education and  systematic erudition on diverse tourism issues, thus enabling them to acquire the academic bedrock to conceptualize the complexity of tourism, sharpening their ability to deal with a variety of tourism issues. In specific, it offers in-depth study and analysis in different academic disciplines related to tourism, such as Economy, Sociology, Geography, Social Anthropology, Business Management and Marketing, Computer Science, Environmental Studies and Rural Planning.

The Laboratory for Tourism Research and Studies (ETEM) belongs to the Department of Business Administration of the University of the Aegean and is located in the city of Chios, on Chios island. Its purpose has been to support research and education requirements in tourism studies, taught in the Department of Business Administration at the University of the Aegean, as well as in the Interdepartmental Graduate Program, "Tourism Planning, Management and Policy", offered by the same Department, in cooperation with the Department of the Environment, the Department of Geography and the Department of Social Anthropology and History, University of the Aegean. Its research specialization lies in the broader discipline of tourism, with an emphasis on: Management of Tourism and Tourist Enterprises, Tourist Development, Economics of Tourism, Environment and Tourism, Sociology of Tourism and Information Technology in Tourism.

Detailed information about the University of the Aegean is available at the institution’s website:  www.aegean.gr  
Submission of Abstracts
Submitted extended abstracts (body text up to 1,000 words, up to 6 keywords) should be relevant to the overall conference objectives and, at least, to one of the conference thematic areas. They should be written in English, and submitted on time (see below, under “important dates”).  All contributions must be original and follow academic norms of writing, structure and methodology. 
Please submit extended abstracts (including title, author/s names and full contact details) by e-mail (as Word document attachments) to: tourconf2013@aegean.gr  Abstract submissions will be blind-refereed by at least two anonymous reviewers. 
For more information about the conference please visit the conference website: http://tourconf2013.aegean.gr/
Conference Proceedings & Publication Opportunities in Special Issues
The official conference proceedings will include all accepted abstracts. The proceedings will be published in electronic form; each registered conference delegate will receive a free copy of the proceedings upon registration. 
Authors of conference papers that provide scientifically rigorous research with important practical and/or theoretical contributions to tourism studies will receive the opportunity to submit and publish their work in special issues of prestigious international refereed journals; contributors interested in the latter option are kindly asked to submit their papers (following journal specifications) to the Organizing Committee, by April 10th, indicating the journal of their choice.
Important Dates
Submission of abstracts: January 15, 2013
Notification of authors: February 28, 2013                                                   

Submission of journal papers for special issues: April 10, 2013 
Conference dates:  May 30—June 2, 2013
Conference fees
                                                   Early Registration

       Late Registration
                                                   (before15/04/13)
                   (after 15/04/13) 
Participants 


         250,00 EURO 
                   300,00 EURO
Post Graduate Students                 50,00 EURO                         75,00 EURO   
Accompanying persons              100,00 EURO                        150,00 EURO
1Conference fees cover all conference material, coffee breaks, buffet lunches, as well as the gala on June 1st 
2 Post Graduate Student fees cover all conference material and coffee breaks

3Accompanying persons’ fee cover coffee breaks, buffet lunches, as well as the gala dinner on June 1st 
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